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FEMALE STUDENT PARTICIPATION AT
ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES

Public Act B84-726 requires the Illinois Board of Higher Education (IBHE)

monitor the participation and success of 1n1nor1ty, female; and handicapp

‘students within higher education institutions in Illincis: As a result; ¢t
IBHE passed a resolution requiring all colleges and universities to devel

1nst1tut10nal goals that would increase the participation and success

minority, female; and handicapped students and to submit periodic reports
the progress being made in achieving thes2 gwals. 1In addition, the Iillino
Community College Board {ICCB) 1is required to report on the status
minority, female, and handicapped students enrolled at community colleges a
the special programs that have been developed to assist these speci
populations in completing their programs of study. ICCB reports published
September 1986 and March 1987 analyzed minority and handicapped part1c1patn
in Illinois public community colleges. The purpose of this report is
analyzé the enrollment and program completion of female students in Illino
public community colleges using data currently on the ICCB computerized da
system. Enrollment and program completion data for fiscal years 1984 throus
1987 are used in the analysis. The results in this report will be used
baseline information for monitoring future trends in female participation
the community collégé system of Illinois.

BACKGROUND

In 1952“ there were three male students to each female student enrolled in t!
public communlty college system in America. In l968, a typical communit
college had two male students to each female student. In a 1968 Illinoi
Board of Higher Education study, 62 percent of the community college student
were males (Monroe, p. 187). _ Sincé that time, the percentage of female
participating at all 1léevels of education has increased steadily. By 197
female students constituted 52.7 pércént of community college enrollments ar
46.6 percent of public university enrollmeénts in Illinois.

fhé percentage of female students enrolled in higher education décline
between each successive level of education from <community colleg
undergraduate education to doctoral and professional education. _ Femal
representation at the doctoral and professional degree levels of educatic
continues to be substantially lOWer than at other levels of education. I
addition, female participation is especially low in some fields of study
particularly engineering (IBHE, September 1986). .

FEMALE STUDENT ENROLLMENT

Female students comprised 57.7 percent of all students enrolled in the publi
community colleges of Illinois during fiscal years 1984 through 1987. Durin
fiscal year 1987, female student$s outnumbéred males at all but two of th
fifty community colleges. At five colleges females comprised at leas
two-thirds of the total enrollment (see Tablé A). Femalés outnumbéréd malé
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DuPage
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Danville

Chicago
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Malcolm X
Truman _
Olive-Hatvey
paley
Wilbur Wrimht
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Thornton
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Harper _
Illinois valley.
I11inois Central
Prairie State
waubonsee
Lake Land
carl sandburg
Highland
Rankakee
Rend Lake
Belleville
Kishwaukee
Moraine valley
Joliet _ _
Lincoln Land
Morton
McHenty
Illinois Bastern
Olney Central
Wabash valley
_ Prontier
Logan
Shawnee
Lake County

Southeastern
spoon River
Oakton
Lewis & Clark
Richrand _

John Wood

State Comm. Coll.

TOTALS

Table A

1986 Eaii Oﬁénihq Enrollment

By Sex

Mile _ Pemale o

— N - N & Total
1224 39.0% 1918 61.08% 3.42
9907 42.8% 13248 57.2% 23155
(2618) 42.9% (3484) 57.1% (6102)
2321 43.4% 3032 56.6% 5353
.297 39.7% 452 60.3% 739
8551 47.9% 9320 52.1% 17871
3240 42,18 4399 57.9% 7639
1195 45.7% 1419 54.3% 2614
1150 39.1% _1795 60:9% 2945
(37499) §2.0% (51779) S8.0% (89278)
4180 38.5% 6682 61.5% 10862
3071 34.8% 5761 65.2% 8832
5477 48.3% 5852 SL.7% 11329
7023 45.3% 8474 54.7% 15497
3289 38.5% 5223 61.4% 8513
3448 37.a48 5773 §2.6% 9217
3506 38.9% 5514 61.1% 9020
7509 46.9% 8499 53.1% 16008
2460 44.56% 3057 55.4% 5517
2318 35.8% 4156 64.28 6474
3545 44.38 4454 55.7% 7999
6565 41.2% 9389 58.8% 15953
1748 44.0% 2223 56.0% 3971
5410 44.5% 6761 55.5% 12171
1988 45.4% 2394 54.6% 4382
2063 43.0% 2732 57.0% 4795
1617 43:6% 2091 56.3% 3708
879 36.0% 1560 64.0% 2439
1060 36.8% 1823 63.2% 2883
1282 37.4% 2149 62:6% 3431
1822 56.7% 1393 33.3% 3215
5146 45.28 6238 54.8% 11382
1376 46.9% 1561 53.1% .2937
5507 43.1% 7269 56.9% 12776
3919 42.1% 5384 57.9% 9303
3209 42.6% 4329 57.4% 7538
1449 44.1% 1838 55.9% 3287
1358 40.7% 1983 59.3% 3341
{3633) 3328 (5638) 60.8% (92869)
451 3338 900 66.6% 1351
596 29.1% 1455 70.9% 2051
1497 64.0% _841 36:0% 2338
1089 30:9% 2440 69.18% 3529
1534 39.6% 2338 60.4% 3870
_544 24.7% 1656 75.3% 2200
5007 44.3% 6302 55.7% 11309
1203 50:5% 1180 49.5% 2383
693 38.3% 1116 61.7% 1809
4640 43.0% 6164 57.08 10804
1797 36.6% 3117 63:4% 4914
1312 40.4% 1937 59.6% 3249
1243 35.5% 2261 64.5% 3504
—-421 31i.8% -—903 68.2% 1324
142132 42:4% 192752 57.6% 334883

10th day of the fall term.
courses that have a starting dateé later than the 10th day.
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cations. Over the past four years fehale students compr1sed 51.1 percent of

all full-time students and 60:3 percent of all part-time students (sec

Table B). The proportion of female students increases as the age of the

students increases: 1In fiscal year 1987 females comprised 52.4 percent of the
students age 17 to 20 and 67.8 percent of the students over the age of 55 (sec

Table C). The median age of female students was 29 years, four months
compared to 26 years for males.

Illinois Community College Board

Table B

Fall Opening Enrollment by Enrollment Status and Sex
Fiscal Years 1984 Through 1987

Fiscal Full-time _ . ____part-time _
Year Male Female Male - __ .. __ _Fefiale

1984 53,543 (49.5%) 54,623 (50.5%) 98,458 (39:6%) 150,019 (60.4%)
1985 50,698 (49.3%) 52,180 (50.7%) 101,722 (39.4%) 156,587 (60.6%)
1986 49,299 (48.3%) 49,502 (51.7%) 96,698 (39.6%) 147,283 (60.4%)
1987 46,586 (48.3%) 49,686 (51.7%) 95,746 (40.1%) 143,066 (59.9%)

Enrellmehesbyférogram of Study

Ehe most recent data concerning female partlclpatxon in IllInols commun1ty

college education by program of study are Summarzzed in Table D. Although
females outnumbered their male counterparts in all five program -areas

presented in this table, there are differences in their share of enrollment
among the areas.

Buring, fiscal years l§§4 through 1987, the h1ghestm”proportlon of female
students occurred in the program area of general studies (67.8 percent) and

the lowest proport1on of female students were enrolied in the remedial/adult
bas1c/adult secondary education program area (51.8 percent). In the general

studies program area, however, the proportion of females has been decrea31ng

each year. 1In the fall of fiscal year 1984, females comprised 68:9 percent of

the general stud1es enrollment. By the fall of fiscal year 1987 thls

percentage had decreased to 65.6 percent with the sharpest decrease occurrlng

between fiscal vyears 1986 and 1987. Likewise; the proportion of fenale

students enrolled in the remedial/adult basic/aduit secondary program areas

decreased slightly from 52.5 percent in fiscal year 1984 to 51:4 percent in
fiscal year 1987.

In the baccalaureate/transfer area 57.2 percent of the students were females:

Between fiscal years 1984 and 1987, the percent of female students enrolling

in baccalaureate/transfer programs increased slightly from 56.7 percent to

S



Illinois Commuﬁity College Board
Table C

Fall Opening Enrollment by Age and Sex

-~ _Piscal Year 1986 .. - ___Fiscal Year 1987 B
o - Male Pemale Male _ __Female_
Age N s - N — % N 3 __N e
er 17 790  (50.2) 783  (49.8) 135 (56.7) 103 (4:
20 42,142  (48.5) 44,776  (51.5) 30,617  (47.6) 33,767  (5;
24 26,755 (47.0) 30,154  (53.0) 32,125  (49.4) 32,965  (5¢
30 27,880 (44.8) 34,363  (55.2) 28,390  (44.5) 35,392 (5%
39 22;727  (37.9) 37,165  (62.1) 25,975  (39.1) 40,476 (60
55 12,587  (31:9) 26,830 (68.1) 15,178  {32.8) 31,113 (67
r 55 6,638  (30.8) 14,905  (69.2) 6,822  (32.2) 14,355 (67
rown 3,478  (30.8) 7,809  (69.2) 2,790  (37.9) 4,581 (62
al Reported 142,997  (42.1) 196,785 (57:9) 142,132  (42.4) 192,752 (57
ian Age 25 28 26.25 29 .42
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Illinois Community College Board

Table D

Fall Opening Enrollment by Program Area and Sex

Fiscal Years 1984 Through 1987

Siscal Vear i3EE

Fiscal Year 1986

Fiscal year 1987

Piscal Year 1984

Male _Pemale __Male _Pemale Male _Female Male Female
57;130.  75;174 55,888 73,344 51,649 71,186 49,343 6,403
(43:2)  (56:8) (43:2) (56.8) (42.1)  {57.9) {42.6) (57.:4)
55;455 66,533 50,645 61,733 47,999 60,7531 49,713 64,383
(45;5)  (54.5) (45:1)  (54:9) {32:1)  155.9) (43.6)  (56.4)
12,443 27,590 15,607 34,482 13,200 27,235 12,311 23,461
(31:1)  (68:9) (31.3)  (68.7) {32.7)  (67.3) (34.4)  {65.6)
6,457 107068 8,220 14,463 8,985 14,960 8,716 15,294
(39:1)  (60.9)° (36:2) (63.8) (37:5)  (82.5) (36.3)  (63.7]
14,197 15,672 18,883 20,209 20,52 22,000 21,99 23,248
{47.5) (52.5) (48:3)  (51.7) (48.3) (51.7) (48.8)  {51.4)
6,319 9,605 3,097 4,536 588 678 S5 §6
(39.7) (60.3) (40.6)  (59.4) {46:5)  (53.5) (45:4)  (51.5)
152,001 204,642 152,420 208,767 142,970 196,812 142,132 192,752
(42.6) (57.4) t42.2)  (57.8) (42:1)  (57.9) (42.4)  (57.5)
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57.4 percent. In the occupatlonai program area the proportlon of female

students enrolled for fiscal years 1984 through ]987 averaged 55.4 percent.

There was an 1ncrease each year in female representatlon in this program area

fiscal year 1987. The percent of the students enro11ed in vocatlona1 skills

courses remained very steady at around 63.0 percent.

In summary, femalte student percentages, when compared to male percentages,

were highest in general studies (67.8 percent) followed by vocational skills

(62.9 percent); baccalaureate/transfer (57.2 pércént), __ occupational

{55.4 percent); and remedial/adult bas1c/adu1t secondary {(51.8 percent).

buring the four-year perlod female representation increased each yéar in the

occupational program area, decreased in the general studies and remed1a1/adu1t

basic/adult secondary areas, andé fiuctuated in the baccalaureate/transfer

area. In the latter area in which representatlon fluctuated, _the percentage

of females was higher in fiscal year 1987 than in fiscal year 1984.

Wwere analyzed. Due to a relatively small number of students enrolled in the

for f1sca1 years 1984 through 1986 (see Table E). Nine spec1f1c program areas

program_ areas = of 1legal assisting; technical writing; 11brary assisting,

recreation, science technology, and visual and performing arts, these areas

were grouped together in a tenth category entitied “other:* Because of the

variety of programs in this area and a coding change oetween 1985 and 1986,

the female participation in this area cannot be analyzed accurately: Data for

fiscal years 1984 through 1986 showed the following famale student percentades

for _each occupational program area: cosmetology (91.9 percent); health

(87. 9 percent), home and institutional services (85:5 percent), businéss

(67.5 percent), public/protective services (32.7 percent), communication

(32.5 percent), agriculture/horticuiture (36.9 percent),; engineering

technology (10.3 percent); and trade/industrial (6:9 percent):

Ehe proportion of females has increased in five of these program areas over

the last three years. while female enroliment in the agriculture/horticulture
area remained relatively 1low; the percentage__og_rfemalesffrncreased from
28.9 percent in fiscal year 1984 to 33:8 percent in fiscal year 1986.

Engineering technology¥ also ripresented one of the program areas with a

constant increase in the percent of females enrolied. The proportion of

females enrolled in this area increased from 9.0 percent in fiscal year 1984

to 12.7 percent in fiscal year 1986. of the nine 7occupatIona1 programs

analyzed, the area of business enrolled the 1argest number of students, both

female and maleJ during all three years:. Between fiscal years 1984 and 1986,

the percent of female students enrolied in the business area showed an

increase from 65.8 percent to 69.4 percents Although enrollment in public and

protective services has declined over the last three years, the decline has

been smaller for females than males resulting in an increased percentage of

females. In fiscal year 1984 females comprised 32.2 percent of the public and

protéctive Serviceés enrcvllment compared to 34.5 percent -n fiscat year 1986.

In the trade and industrial program area, the percentage of females increased



I1linois Community College Board

Table E

Fall Opening Occu.pational Program Enrollments by Sex
Fiscal Years 1984 Through 1986

ogram

riculture/Horticulture
siness

mmunicat ion

smetology

gineering Technology
alth

me/Inst itutional

Services

blic/Protective
Services

her

wizZ ez ®Z ZT ®ZT ezZT ez ®ZT @z I

%z

Fiscal Year 1984 Fiscal Year 1985 Fiscai Year 1986
Male Female Male Female Maie Female
13723 702 1,571 673 1;468 751
(71:1)  (28.9) (70:0)  (30.0) (66:2) (33.8)
19,711 38,010 16,623 34,576 15,168 34,415
(34.2)  (65.8) 132.5)  (67.5% (30.6) (69.4)
533 269 508 236 410 196
(66:5)  (33:5) (68:3)  (31:7) (67.7)  (32.3)

65 139 68 828 B TR T T
(8.1)  (91.9) (7.6) (92.4) (8.7)  (91:3)
87392 832 7;606 764 97347 1,365
(91.0) (9:0) (90.9) (9.1) (87.3) (12.7)
2,308 16,799 2,266 15,906 1,819 13,708
(12:1)  (87.9) (12:5)  (87:5) (11:7)  (88.:3})
648 4;231 782 4,472 960 5,358
(13.3) (86.7) i14.9)  (85.1) (15.2)  (84.8)
4,874 2,311 4;431 2,048 47146 27179
(67:8) (32:2) (68:4)  (31:6) (65.5)  (34.5)
16,010 1,489 15,150 1,459 14,354 1,606
(91.5) 8.5) (91.2) (8.8) (89.9)  (10:1)
17191 1,181 1;640 771 256 429
(50:9)  (49:1) (68.0)  (32.0) (37.4)  (62.6)
55,455 66,533 50,645 61,733 47,999 60,753
(45.5)  (54.5) (45:1)  (54:9) (44:1)  (55.9)

1N
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from 8.5 percent to 10. 1 percent. This increase is due to an Increasxng

number of females and a decreasing number of males enrolling in this program

area.

Females comprised a large proportion of the enroliments in  health,
cosmetology, and home and institutional services programs. In health and

‘cosmetology, the percentages of females have changed vety 1ittle over the

three yeats with females representing 87 9 percent of health enrollment in

fiscal year 1984 and 88.3 percent in fiscal year 1986. For those same years

females ccmprlsed 91 9 percent and 91 3 percent of the cosmetology students:

In home and 1nst1tut10na1 services, the number of students has increased over
the last three years. However, the numbeér of male students has increased at a

faster rate resultlng in a sllght decrease in the percentage of femaie

year 1986

A__decline in the percentage of females was also  experienced in the
communications program area from 33.5 percent in fiscal year 1984 to

32.3 percent in fiscal year 1986. This is the only area in which females are
underrepresented that has not experlenced an increase in the proportion of

females enrclled during the three-year period.,

In summary, females were overrepresented aurlng the three years in the program

arzas of cosmetology (91.9 percent), health (87,97;percent),, home and

institutional services (85:5 percent), and business (67.5 percent), but were
underrepresented in the program areas of trade/industrial (9.1 percent);

engineering technology (10.5 percent), ~ public/protective services

(32.7 percent), communications (32.6 percent), and agriculture/horticulture

{30.9 percent): However, there has been an increase in the proportion of

females enroiled in agriculture/horticulture, engineering technology, trade
and industrial; and cublic/protective services over the three-year period.

PEMALE STUDENT COMPLETION
Compietion by Degree Type

The data presented in this sectlon examlned annual female completions by

general degree and certificats type for f1sca1 years 1984 through 1986 (see

Table F): The analysis of the data for these three years revealed that female

students comprised the following proportions of each of the degree and

certrfIcate categorIes' Assoclate in App11ed Sc1ence degrees (60 U percent),

percent), other certificates (54 4 percent), Assoc1ate 1n General StudJes

degrees (49:4 percent), and Associate in Science degrees (48.8 percent}.

Female students earned 55.3 percent of ihe baccalaurcate/transfer dagrees
awarded between fiscal vears 1984 and 1986 Females earned 54.4 percent of

the batcaiaureate/transfer degrees,rn f1sca1 year 1984, 55.2 percent in fiscal

year 1985, and 56.0 percent in fiscal year 1986. ©Examination of specific

baccalaureate/transter degrees (Associate in Arts and AsSociate in Science)

revealed differences in the percentages of females earning degrees.

11
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Illinois Community College Board
Table P
Program Completion by Degree Type and Sex
Fiscal Years 1984 Through 1986

Fiscal Year 1984  Piscal Year 1985 Fiscal Year 1986

pagree — Male Famala -—Male - Female ‘Male Female
Assnciate in N 2,559 3,528 2;166 3,126 2,605 3,880
Arts % (32.0) (58.0) (40.9) (59:1) (40:2) (59.8)
Associate in N 1,609 1,445 1,661 1,624 1,903 1,859
Science 3 (52:7) (47.3) (50.8) (349.%) (50.6) (49.4)
Associate in N & 62 173 183 288 265
General studies s (50.0) (50.0) {48.6) (51:4) (s52:1) (37.9)
Associate in N 4,107 6,109 4,184 6,302 4;222 6,334
Applied Science 3 (40.2) (59:8) (39.9) (60.1) (40.0) (60.0)
Occupational N 2,844 4,666 2,737 4,385 3,527 5,183
Certificates 3 (37.9) (62.1) (38:7) (61.3) (30.5) (59.5)
Other N 223 246 120 153 105 136
% (47.7) (52.3) (44.0) (56.0) (43:6) (56.4)

Total N 11,404 16,056 11,104 15,733 12,650 17,657
3 (41.5) (58.5) (41.2) (58.8) (41.7) (58.3)

Fifty-nine percent of the Associate in Arts (AA) degrees were earned by women

compared to only 48.8 percent of the associate in Science (AS) degrees. In
each of these degree categories the proportion of females has inctreased since

fiscal year 1984 with females comprising 58:0 percent of the fiscal year 1984
and 59.8 percent of the fiscal year 1986 AA degrees and 47.3 petrcent and 49.%

percent of the AS degree recipients for those sama years.

Fewer female students (49.4 percent) graduated with Associate in General

Studies degrees than did male students. Between fiscal years 1984 and 1986,
the percentage of female students receiving this degree fluctuated from 50.0

percent in rfiscal year 1984 to 51:4 percent in fiscal year 1985 to 47.9
percent in fiscal year 1986.

overall, €from €iscal year 1984 to fiscal year 1986, more female students
graduated with Associate in Applied Science degrees than male students. An

examination of the proportion of female students receiving the ASSociateé in

Applie¢ Science degree revealed that female students comprised approximately
60.3 percent of the graduates each of the three years. The percentage of
female students receiving occupational certificates decreased from 62.1

percent in fiscal year 1984 to 59.5 percent in fiscal year 1986.

13
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Completions by Occupational Degrees znd Certificates

The data presented in this Section examine the proportion of female students

completing nine spec1f1c occupational program areas for fiscal year 1984

through 1986 (See Table G), The "other" area is comprised of the program

ateas of legal agsisting, technical writing, 11brary assisting, recreation;

science technology, and visual and perforMing arts. As with enrollment ‘data,
this category is included for conpleténaéss of the data and wiil not be

discussed. Analysis of specific occupational data for these three years

revealed that the following proportion of female students completed each of
these program areas: cosmetdlogy j9} 7 percent), home and xnst}§9§}99a1

services (84.6 percent), health (90.1 percent), busSiness (695 percent);
agriculture (20.5 percent), pub11c/protect1ve seyrvices (28.6 percengzl

communications (28:9 percent); engineering technology (8.3 percent), and trade

and industrial (8.4 percent):

The proportion of degrees and certificates earned by females increased each

year in business (65:5, 70:0; and 73.2 percent), health (88.6, 90.5, and

91.6 percent); home and institutional services (82.5, 85.4, and 85.8 percent);

and trade and industrial (6.8, 8:6, and 10. 0 percent). In the area of

communications the proportion of female graduates decreased each year from

31.5 to 28.2 to 25.9 percent.

COMPARISON OF ENROLLMENTS AND COMPLETIONS

Although there are some interpretation proolems w1th comparlng enrollment

percentages to completion percentages, some general insights can be gained

through this type of analysis: 1In general, in the baccalaureate/transfer area

the percentage of graduates who were females tended to be slightly lower than

female representation in baccalaureate/transfer enrollments (see Table H).

This could indicate retention rates for females in this program area are lower

than those of their male counterparts. However, this could also be due to

more females enrolling on a part-time basis, transferring earlier than males,

or having other objectives for enrolting.

Illinois Community College Board
Table H

Pemale Student Percent of Program Area

Bnrollment and Complettons

Fiscal Baccalaureate/Transfer erfegggcesupis£gn;iﬂ _____General Studies
Year Enroliment Compietion Enrollment Completion Enrollment Completion
1983 56.7% 54.4% 54.5% 58.6% 68.9% 50.0%
1985 56.8% 55.4% 61.2% 55.9% 68.7% 51.4%
1986 57.9% 56.0% 55.9% 62.7% 67.3% 47.9%
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Itlinois Community College Board
Table G

Occupational Program Completion by Sex

Fiscal Years 1984 Through 1986

77777777 Fiscal vear 1984 Fiscal Year 1985  Fiscal Year 198
Program -~ Male Female Maie Femala ——Male_ -Femal
Agriculture N 382 94 58 90 380 10
3 (76.7) (23.3) (79:.9) (20.1) (78:4) (21.5

Business N 1,963 3,729 1,676 3,907  1;479  4,04]
3 (34.5) (65.5) (30.0) (708.0) (26.8) (73:2]

Communicat ion N - 85 39 sl 24 63 2
3 (68.5) (31.5) (71.8) (28.2) (74.1) (25.9)

Cosmetology N 28 344 15 343 14 323
3 (7.3) (92.7) (4.2) (95.8) (4:2) (95.8)

Enginéeéring Tech N 1,021 93 928 713 994 102
Y (91:7) (8:3) (92.7) (7.3} (90.7) (9:3)

Health N 678 15,268 sl 4,929 431 4,677
) (11:4) (8836) (9.5) (90.5) (8.4) (91.6)

Home/Institution N 128 602 115 671 o112 676
3 (17.5) (82.5) (14.6) (85:4) (13.2) (85.8)

Public/Protective N 677 263 593 225 596 250
Services s (72.0) (28:0) (72.5) (27.5) (69.6) (30.4)
Trade/Industrial N 2,612 192 2;397 226 2,154 239
] (93.2) (6.8) (91.4) (8.6) (90.0) (10.9)

other N 48 141 38 99 6 42
3 (25.4) (74.6) €27.7) (72:3) (12.5) (87:5)

Total N 7,622 10,765 6,699 10,587 6,229 10,487
) (41.4) (58.6) (38.8) (61.2) (37.3) (62.7)

— |
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In the occupational areas, the reverse was true: The percentage of female

students receiving Associate in Appiied Science degrees and occupational

cercificates was greater than their share of occupational enrollments:;

The greatest differences in enrollment and completlon percentages for females

occurred in the general studies area where the female representatlon in

enrollment was significantly higher than it was ~among completers of the

Associate 1in General Studies degree. Whlie the enrollment data presented

include general studies course enrollments as weil as enrollments in degree

programs, a comparison of only degree program enrollments with degree
recipients revealed that the trend was similar.

The specific occupational program areas that revealed a 1lower percent of

female students graduating when compared to those enrolling were the areas of

agr1cu1ture/hort1cu1ture, communication; engineering technoiogy ~_and

public/protective services. The areas where the female graduation percents

were higher than their enrollment percents were the,,95?§s,,9f, bns1ness,

cosmetology, and health (see Table I). In the home and institutional services

area_and the trade and industrial area, the percentages of enrollments and

completions were similar. In general; in programs where females were

underrepresented in enrollments they were represented to an even lesser extent

for completions. The reverse was found in program areas of high female
representation.

SPECIAL SERVICES

Several colleges are providing special services for women. A 1986 study of

student service programs in Illinois community colleges showed that
thirty-seven colleges offér somé form of child care services or have a chiid
development center.  Twenty-Six community colleges have estabiished wWomen
Service Centers and/or Women Counseling Services. Displaced homemaker
services are provided by fiveé community colleges (ICCB, November 1986);

CONCLUSIONS

The examination of enrollment data showed that female students comprised
5777 percent of TIllinois community collége enrollments over the four-year
period, fiscal years 1984 through 1987. Female students comprised nearly
52 percent of all lel-time Students and nearly 60 percent of all part-time
students. The medlan _age of female students enrolled in Illinois community

col;eges durlng the fall term of fiscal year 1987 was 29 years and four months
compared to 26 years for male students. Overall, the average age of community
college students is increasing with the female student population showing the
greatest increase. Female student§s comprised almost two thirds of the
enrollment in the program areas of géneral studies and vocational skills. The

percent of females in the baccalaureate/transfer and occupational program
areas was similar to their representation in the overall student population.

15



Illinois Community Collége Board
Table I
Female Student Percent of Occupational Program Area

Enrollment and Completions

Fiscal Years 1984 Through 1986

Piscal Year 1984 Fiscal Year 1985 Piscal Year 1986

cgramgizear Enrollment Completion Enrollment Completion Encollment Complei

riculture/ 28.9% 23.3% 30.0% 20.1% 33.8% 21.
Horticulture

siness 65.8% 65.5% 67.5% 70.0% 69.4% 73.:
mmunications 33.5% 31.5% 31:7% 28.2% 32.3% 25.9
smetol .gy 91.9% 92.7¢ 92.4% 95.8% 91.3% 95.8

jineering Technology 9.0% 8.3% ; 9.1% 7:3% 12.7% 9.3
alth 87.9% 88.6% 87.5% 90.5% 88.3% 91.6
ne/Institutional 86.7% 82.5% 85.1% 85:4% 84.8% 85.8
jervices

>lic/Protective 32.2% 28.0% 31.6% 27.5% 34:5% 30.4

jervices

6.8% 8.8% 8.6% 10.1% 10.0

.l
W
®

ide/Industrial 8
er 49,13 74.6% 32.0% 72.3% 62.6% 87.5:

AL 54.5% 58.6% 54.9% 61.2% 55.9% 62.7
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An examination of specific occupational program areas revealed that females

outnumbered males in the areas of cosmetology; home and institutional
services, health, and business. Fewer females than males enrolled in the

occupation;l areas of trade and 1ndustr1al, engineering technology,

An examination of the completion data showed that more females than males

completed degrees and certificates in every degree category except Associate

in Sciencé {AS) and Associate in General Studies. However, the percentage of

AS degrees earned by females increased slightly during fiscal years 1985 and
1986.

Although female students outnumber male students in seqeral ocggpational

areas, they are very much underrepresented in both enroilment and completion

in the _occupational program _  areas of trade and 1ndustria1,

agriculture/horticulture, engineering technology, and public/protective
services. Community colleges should promotée more female 2onrollments in these

areas.

The study showed that female students in Illinois community colleges comprised
nearly 57 percent of enrollments and over 54.0 percent of the completions in
the baccalaureate/transfer area. However, in the specific baccalaureate/
transfer degrees, females earned 59.0 percént of all Associate in Arts degreeS
and only 48.8 percent of all ASsSocidateé in Science degrees. This finding
corresponds with results found in other studies mentioned previously in this
report. These studies showed low female enrollment and completion in math and
science programs at thef baccalaureate and graduate levels. Future efforts
should be geared toward encouraging the female student o enroll in and
complete Associate in Science and later Bachelor of Science and graduate
degree programsrrin the math and science areas., Career opportunities in
engineering, mathematics, and pure and - appliéd science areas should be

stressed in career counseling.

A comparison of en'ollments with completions shows a lower percentage of women
completers in the baccalaureate/transfer and déneral studies areas. This

txnding is dIffichlt to interpret without further examination. A study
desxgned to address retention is needed to more clearly identify whether this

is an area of concern:;

Community college officials have been and should continue to. be _concerned
abcut services needed by female students if they are to persist and complete

their educational endeavors. At the present timée several colleges are
provxding special services for women. According to the data presented in thxs

study;,; such serv1ces are justifiable considering the large percent of female

students enrolled in community colleges.

While the relatively high percentage of feéemale enrollment and completions

indicate community colleges are serving females well, the fact that female

representation deciines with successive levels of edueation presents an area

of concern. Since most students are setting their educational and career

goals during their first two years in college, community colleges can play an

important role in encouraging female students to establish higher goals

educational and career and in providing a sound educational foundation for
attaining them.
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